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“Prayer for a Mid-Century Man” 


By Millard Faught 


ach out Thy Hand, oh Lord, Show me, oh Lord, the way that I should go, 

H rescue me from my enlightenment. For the brightness of my articifial lights 

*I am as a moth Seems only to silhouette the darkness of the world, 
tered and bewildered in the incandescence And in my search for security 

‘my own ingenuity. I find new fears. 

unt me, oh Lord, a measure of respite Deliver me, oh Lord, from the ironies of my 

rm the mechanization of my progress achievements, 

that I may go back along the way For though I move with the speed of sound 

H search for my out-stripped soul, I know not where I am going. 

fiss it sorely. And though I hear and see through the invisible air 


I am growing in disagreement with my brothers. 
ye me, oh Lord, more spiritual wisdom 


lleaven the surfeit of my material knowledge And spare me most of all, oh Lord, 

with no peace of mind From that product of my mundane genius 

creature comforts mock me Which I fear the most but cannot see. 
my vacuum of leisure time. —World Christian Digest 
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News and Notes 


Bishop Skat Hoffmeyer of Aarhus, 
Denmark, has now completed his trip 
in our two synods. We had a letter 
from him on his way to Montreal, in 
which he said he had preached about 
eighty times. We will hear about his 
trip later. At this writing he is in the 
East, where he has preached and lec- 
tured at New Haven. Oct. 29 he spoke 
to the Lutheran students at Yale Uni- 
versity, and the next day he lectured 
before the American Entomological 
Society at Yale. He also preached at 
Woodbridge, a suburb of New Haven. 
During his stay at Yale he was the 
guest of honor at a reception given by 
Prof. and Mrs. Harald Ingholt. He 
plans to fly back to Denmark the mid- 
dle of this month. 


Dannevirke Lutheran Church, Cotes- 
field, Nebr., C. Jeppesen, pastor, cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary Oct. 24, 
with Pastor M. G. Christensen, district 
president as the guest speaker. Over 
two hundred were in attendance fore- 
noon and afternoon. About one hun- 
dred friends came as guests from far 


and near. A new altar picture was 
dedicated. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Salem Lutheran 


Church which has been without a pas- 
tor for a year and a half has now 
called the Rev. Viggo O. Aronsen, who 
has accepted the call and who already 
has taken over the work. He has com- 
pleted three years as an army chap- 
lain, part of the time in Korea. Pas- 
tor Aronsen is a member of the E.L.C. 
and he is now seeking transfer to the 
U.EL.C. 

Pastor Hans Brink Jensen of the 
Danish Seamen’s Mission has preached 
in Salem at the Danish morning servic- 
es. The congregation has now decided 
to limit the Danish services to one 
every third Sunday of the month. 

Mrs. Anna Sandberg, who passed 


away Sept. 27, has willed the congre- 
gation $2,000.00. 


Cornerstone Laid at Emmaus Lutheran 
Church, Racine, Wisconsin 


Cornerstone laying ceremonies open- 
ed with the hymn “The Church’s One 
Foundation.” Pastor E. R. Andersen 
read several appropriate scripture 


passages, after which the cornerstone 
was put in position. 


Then the following service: “We do 
now lay this cornerstone as a founda- 
tion of Emmaus Evangelical Lutheran 
Church—In the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. May 
true faith and piety and _ brotherly 
love ever dwell here, and may this 
place be dedicated to prayer and the 
preaching of the Gospel and the min- 
istry of the Sacraments of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
true God from everlasting to ever- 
lasting.” 


(Pastor E. R. Andersen addressed the 
congregation, followed with remarks 
by our president, Hans Jepsen. 


Pastor LeRoy Andersen from Pe- 
waukee closed the service with re- 
marks and the Benediction. 


Pastor Thorvald Hansen of Hartland, 
Wis., has accepted the call to Emmaus. 
He will take charge in early January. 


Hazelwood, Minn. Immanuel Lu- 
theran Church celebrated its sixtieth 
anniversary Nov. 11-14, with Pastor M. 
Jorgensen, Scranton, Iowa, a former 
pastor, as the guest speaker. 


PACIFIC W.M.S. MEETS 


The Pacific District Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society met at Bethesda Lu- 
theran Church, Eugene, Oregon, on the 
afternoon of October 15. 


President Mrs. Mary Lundsberg of 
Los Angeles, California, called the 
business meeting to order with greet- 
ings from Philippians 3:1, “Rejoice in 
the Lord.” She summarized the work 
accomplished during the past year. The 
special project had been completed, 
namely, to contribute $500.00 for the 
new altar at our church in North Hol- 
lywood, California, and $500.00 for the 
Southland Home for the aged at Nor- 
walk, California. 


Receipts for the past year totalled 
$3,813.32, and from the $809.57 balance 
on hand the W.M.S. decided to aid Mt. 
Cross Bible Camp with the amount of 
$150.00 in building a boys’ dormitory. 
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A similar gift was tendered to t1 
Nisei Mission, and toward a new law 
dry at the Oaks Oklahoma Missio 
The Lutheran Student Associations © 
California and Oregon were also r 
membered with a gift of $150.00. 
The special project for 1955 will | 
a gift of $1,000.00 for the hospital ; 
Sudan, Africa, in order to increase 
capacity so it can qualify for traini 
its native workers. The need is gre 
and a sum of $14,000.00 is needed i 
mediately for this venture. 


The Mission Night service was he 
the same evening. The guest speak 
had wired from California that h 
plane would be delayed three hou 
and that she could not possibly arri 
before 9:30 in the evening. Neverth 
less, the meeting was started at eigt 
and the prayers, “of what shall v 
do?”, were marvelously answere 
since a most interesting and inspiri 
program unfolded itself. Congreg 
tional singing was led by Pastor O. 
Magnussen of Easton, California, aft 
which Pastor Adolph Kloth of No 
Hollywood, California, showed us son 
slides from the World Council 
(Churches in its recent convention 
Evanston, Illinois. This proved a 
ting introduction for the evening 
program. An offering was received : 
talling $226.00. At nine-thirty # 
speaker of the evening, Miss Ruth J 
gensen, Executive Director of Ca 
fornia Nurses’ Association, arrive 
She addressed the convention a 
bled on the subject, “Is your life | 
pile of stones?” It was a though 
provoking and challenging Trot 


Said the speaker, “We must not 

loose, drifting, worthless stones, b 
we must come to Christ the Livir 
Stone, fitly framed and joined toget! 
er, and grow into a living temple 

for the Master’s use.”’—Mrs. Ingwa 
Olsen, Secretary. 


Dansk Nytaar, 1955 (Danish NM 
Year), the annual published by 
theran Publishing House, needs loc 
agents in our respective congregatior 
If you are willing to help, please wri 
immediately to the Publishing Hou 
at Blair, Nebr. Hundreds of copi 
have already been ordered. Last ye 


the book was sold out within a fe 
weeks. 
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litorials and Gommants 
| TRINITY SEMINARY 


Je refer to a fine article on page 9 about Trinity 
ninary. It should be read and studied. It is an answer 

itorial comments October 25th. We wrote our com- 
r. with the sole purpose in mind to get us to think 
) the situation, which will soon be upon us. It is 
| that we start to think about the future with respect 
ae matters. We are therefore grateful to the 
Ity for the article. It will be read with interest and 
sideration by the Boards of Education in the .Synods 
1 which we plan to merge. 


Te have one other observation to make. We like the 
ng spirit in which the faculty writes. We do not 

the phrase, ‘‘a stab in the back,” for our comments 
e not meant that way. We wanted to raise several 
stions, and we are happy we did now get a response 
me question. 


GREAT ANGUISH AND GREAT MUSIC 


arl Barth has said, “The Church with no great an- 
th on its heart has no great music on its lips.” The 
uish of the church is to preach the gospel to all 
ale. We have noticed in parish papers coming to our 
x, that many congregations have some form of 
uned evangelism. Paul had a burden on his heart all 
time. He had to preach the gospel. He had to try 
win men for Christ. This was his great anguish. 


Then the lost are found there is joy in heaven, but 
sainly also joy in the Christian congregation. Every 
2 some one outside the church is brought into the 
fistian fellowship, the members of the congregation 
uld thank God, they should thank the workers and 
pastor that brought them. There should be music 
dancing as when the Prodigal Son came home. All 
often, however, the older members take a wrong 
ude. They wonder what kind of members they will 
<e, how they will contribute, etc. They do not give 
m a warm hand of fellowship. It is because they do 
have any great anguish, and therefore there is no 
it music in their souls. 

| pean st a 
‘AY ATTENTION TO YOUR RURAL AREAS 


ne Lutheran church is “too well established” in some 
America’s rural areas, according to Dr. H. Conrad 
ver, executive secretary of the Division of American 
sions of the National Lutheran Council. Dr. Hoyer 
“one of the speakers for the Council’s recent bien- 
Home Missions Conference held at Washington 
wie Lutheran Church, Decorah, Iowa. 


calling his denomination “too well established” in 
ain areas, the speaker referred to the fact that 
wches Peebiiched very close together in the horse. 
Ibuggy days might well be consolidated, freeing pas- 
‘to work in areas of greater need. 


confronting people with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Dr. Hoyer also pointed out that it is wrong to gen- 
eralize about the rural church from looking at only 
those states in which the church is strong. 


He said that in many states the Lutheran Church is 
not at all well established in the town and country. In 
New York State, for example, there is only one congre- 
gation for every two rural communities; and rural Cali- 
fornia has only 61 Lutheran churches. 


The speaker observed that, while farm population is 
declining, the rural non-farm population is increasing, 
and that the small communities offer potential oppor- 
tunities and responsibilities for the church. 


“In general our cities have fewer unchurched, per- 
centage-wise, than our rural areas, and parts of rural 
America, yes, many of the growing parts, are well nigh 
devoid of church outreach at all,” he said. 


“Surely planting or extending the church in more 
sparsely settled areas will call for a program of a differ- 
ent pattern, but that should not disturb us. The pattern 
which we now use with much success in churching the 
suburbs had to be discovered and developed by experi- 
ence and experiment. It was not received by divine rev- 
elation either.” 


Speaking of evangelism, the Rev. F. O. M. Westby 
urged those attending to know the people whom they 
hope to evangelize. He stressed the importance of un- 
derstanding the manner in which social and economic 
changes have altered the attitudes of rural people. 


“Mechanization of agriculture has developed a ration- 
al mentality which rejects the mystical aspects of Chris- 
tianity,” he said. “Technological advances which have 
given man greater power over environment have caused 
him to feel above his environment, as though he were 
the captain of his fate.” 


Rev. Westby also observed that rising farm incomes 
increase the danger of materialism and that informal 
social groups are being replaced by formal social or- 
ganizations, with the result that fewer people know oth- 
er people as whole persons. They know them only par- 
tially, in their organizational roles. 


6c >] ® 
You can’t evangelize a man unless you know him as 
a whole man,” he emphasized. 


Speaking on qualifications for the rural pastorate, Mr. 
Engebretson urged the pastors attending to make their 
sermons applicable to modern life, to see as much of 
their people as possible, and to make the church cen- 
tral in the lives of the people, so that all their social ac- 
tivities are sanctified. 


“We have our program for 1955,” Mr. Engebretson 
said. “We have it for 1958 and 1970. Our program is 


The 
Church must be the Church.” 
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PLEASURE 


Solomon of old said that the person who loves plea- 
sure shall be a poor man. To so many youth of our age, 
a happy life means a life packed as full of sensual thrills 
as possible. This is by no means the twentieth century 
idea. The Bible speaks of this philosophy in Ecclesiastes 
9:7 as eat, drink, and be merry. Also in secular litera- 
ture, one of the early Greeks had a similar “pleasure- 
as-you-go” plan. Aristippus of the fifth century B.C. 
said happiness was pleasure and pleasure was all that 
men should strive after. One should pack every moment 
as full of pleasure for his own self as is humanly pos- 
sible. 


Heywood in his proverbs expresses a truth about the 
life of pleasure when he says, “Follow pleasure and then 
will pleasure flee. Flee pleasure, and pleasure will 
follow thee.” Is this not always the case! When we set 
up pleasure as our goal, it becomes a slippery object 
and we can never lay hold of it. We may say, “I’m go- 
ing to this party and have my fill of pleasure tonight,” 
but on leaving the party we find the goal has eluded us. 
The paradox is that we find pleasure by seeking some- 
thing other than pleasure. 


The pleasure-seeker is doomed to unhappiness. Pile 
up all the sensual sensations, get all the thrills you can, 
present your nervous system to every experience that 
comes along, and when you have completed that process, 
you will discover that it has brought you nervous ex- 
citement, but not permanent happiness. 


Let us call in a few witnesses at this point. Lord By- 
ron, a nineteenth century English poet, who lived a life 
of pleasure if anyone did, died at thirty-six in despair. 
These lines of his characterize his life—“The worm, the 
canker, and the grief are mine alone.” At the age of 
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WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISM IN 
THIS GENERATION 

Dr. Charles Ranson, General Secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, speaking at Evanston, 
characterized the missionary calling of the Church as 
“not only integral to his own life,” but “woven into the 
texture of God’s design for the world.” 

“It is the only means,” he said, “by which, in the obe- 
dience of faith, we enter the creative context of God’s 
action in history. The Bible compels us to say no less 
than this. God leads the world to its consummation 
through the mission of the Church. Apart from this 
basic biblical truth this Assembly can have little mean- 
ing. Our discussions on the nature of the Church and 
the content of the Christian hope will be barren if they 
do not result in an inescapable summons to proclamation 
and a new obedience which will thrust the Church forth 
into all the world as an expectant exangelizing commu- 
nity, in this generation.” 

Placing further urgency upon the world mission of 
the Church, Dr. Ranson said, “It is not enough to chant 


thirty-three he wrote, 
“Through life’s dull road, so dim and dirty, 
I have dragged to three and thirty. 
What have these years left to me? 
Nothing—except thirty-three.” 


Ralph Barton, a cartoonist who committed suicide 
1931, wrote this final letter to the public telling of 
net content of his life: 


“I have run from wife to wife, from house to hot 
and from country to country, in a ridiculous effort 
escape from myself. In so doing, I am very much 
fraid that I have brought a great deal of unhappir 
to those who have loved me. . . No one thing is 
sponsible for this suicide, and no one person exc 
myself. . . I did it because I am fed up with invent 
devices for getting through twenty-four hours a dé 


If the inner lives of these pleasure-seekers would 
unfolded, we would see how empty is their groping 
mong the tombstones of dead passions. Every sensat 
is exhausted and they become satiated and nausea 


Of course, the Christian can take this to the oppo 
extreme and refuse to allow himself any pleasure. 
are reminded of the story of a young married man 
had read all the psychoanalytic and religious self-f 
books on how to adjust to life, to marriage, and to ot 
difficulties. His young wife, who had tried to live 
to the precepts in all these books, one day rebel 
“Now that we’ve found real happiness, couldn’t we h 
some fun, too?” The Christian life is certainly far fi 
a mundane existence; it is fulness of joy at the Fath 
right hand. —Covenant Wee 


complacently: I believe in the holy, catholic Church ; 
flatter ourselves that the universal Church is the gt 
new fact of our era. The judgment of God will fall wu 
a Church or an ecumenical movement which acts a 
its world-wide responsibility is fulfilled merely by m 
bership in a universal society and participation in « 
menical conversations. So long as time remains 
Church can never write ‘mission accomplished’ aga 
the great commission.” 

“What does world-wide evangelism mean today?” 
means that the task of world evangelism starts from 
vantage ground of a church which is world-wide. 
longer can we think of the evangelization of the w 
as just the out-reach of the churches of the Wes’ 
world. It is the out-reach of all the churches in allp 
of the world to all the world. Also, it is a task of 
mendous magnitude. Despite the geographical exj 
sion and the numerical growth of the church, still 
population growth far exceeds the growth of the chu 
World-wide evangelism also means evangelization of 
WHOLE man and his whole environment. 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


d ‘Supper Club’ Meetings 
i Teen-Agers 


foungstown, O.—Young people of 
th United Presbyterian church here 
: they have one answer to juvenile 
inquency in their series of “sup- 
club” meetings, devoted to dis- 
sing youth problems and _ other 
ics of interest to teen-agers. 


the youths attend the supper from 
| 6:30, many bringing friends from 
ol who do not belong to the spon- 
ing Youth Fellowship organization 
so the church. A short prayer opens 
program and most of the remain- 
time is used for considering the 
lie. 


fhe group has completed a series 
lhree weekly studies on boy-girl re- 
tnships, at which the speakers were 
runior high school teacher, Paul 
ve, and a young minister, the Rev. 
(liam Brown of Delason Methodist 
rch here. A spirited question and 
wver period followed each talk. 


or, Paul W. Gauss, executive sec- 
wry of the Youngstown Council of 
rches, will speak to the group 
ecember on the role of youth in 
churches’ move toward coopera- 
. through the World Council of 
ches. 


‘bout 50 young people have been 
ding the sessions, which now will 
-held monthly. Idea for the club 
out of a youth retreat last spring, 
the young people hope to build 
project to include a guidance bur- 
. where teen-agers could seek ad- 
+ on problems. 


nhower’s Theology 
“stioned by Editor 


word of “mild criticism” of Pres- 
t Eisenhower’s theology—not his 
tics—was expressed today by Dr. 
Hlson Ruff, editor of The Lutheran, 
ial weekly newsmagazine of the 
ed Lutheran Church in America. 


his column, “In Conclusion,” in 
current issue of The Lutheran, 
Ruff questioned the President’s 
xent that “faith is the mightiest 
e-that man has at his command.” 
e Lutheran editor said he believ- 
‘that’s putting things terribly up- 
down. It’s the opposite of what 
stian faith really is.” 


- 


r. Ruff’s comment on Mr. Eisen- 
rer’s “theology” follows: 


’ would like to risk a word of mild 


criticism of President Eisenhower’s the- 
ology, not his politics. 


“This is in no way a question of 
political parties. I am _ fascinated, 
though, by the manner in which a 
great leader in political life can sum 
up in his own thinking the average 
thoughts of so many people. When 
Mr. Eisenhower confesses his personal 
Christian faith, he says what millions 
of others think. 


“Mr. Eisenhower, since he joined 
a Presbyterian congregation in Wash- 
ington, has been unusually faithful in 
church attendance, and I am sure he 
is deeply sincere in his belief. He said 
so, plainly and convincingly, in his 
speech to the World Council in Evan- 
ston. European Christians were amaz- 
ed that a chief of state would confess 
his faith so candidly in a public ad- 
dress. 


“The president emphasized the power 
of faith, and said that ‘common and 
fervent dedication to a noble purpose’ 
multiplies the strength of individuals 
and nations. But he put in one pecul- 
iar sentence. ‘Faith,’ he said, ‘is the 
mightiest force than man has at his 
command.’ 


“That’s putting things terribly upside 
down. It makes faith a super-weapon 
in achieving our purposes. It’s the 
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opposite of that Christian faith real- 
ly is. 


“We remember our Lord in the 
prayer in Gethsemane . . ‘Father, 
if thou art willing, remove this cup 
from me; nevertheless, not my will, 
but thine, be done.’ Faith means put- 
ting ourselves at God’s command, 
whatever comes. We are content that 
we or our nation may be destroyed, 
if that is what God intends. 


“To harness the morale-building 
power of faith to achieve a nation’s 
ambitions is ancient tribal religion. To 
cultivate our faith for the purpose 
of achieving personal peace of mind, 
or developing more effective personal- 
ity, is the sort of magic-working re- 
ligion which pagans practiced 30 cen- 
turies ago. 


“Peace, courage, joy are things that 
often come to those who trust God. 
But to trust God for the sake of gain- 
ing these things is to spoil everything. 
There can’t be any bargaining with 
God.” 


The President Makes 
A Great Speech 


President Eisenhower’s best speech- 
es come off the cuff. We have said 
this before; after reading the speech 
he made at Trinity College on October 
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THE MOTORIST’S PRAYER 


The Australian Road Safety Council is making every effort to lessen the 
toll of road accidents. In issusing the following prayer, composed by the well- 
known Australian sociologist, F. Oswald Barnett, it says: “All too often we 
try to solve our problems by purely secular means, and while the Austral- 
ian Road Safety Council does not intend to slacken its endeavors in other 
directions it nevertheless welcomes this opportunity to carry its life-saving 


campaign into the spiritual sphere.” 


O ever-present Lord, I pray, 

Be with me at the wheel today. 
Fill every corner of my mind, 

That wandering thoughts no lodging 


find. 


And take control of my two eyes, 
That I may be alert and wise, 

And take my feet, and take my hands, 
That they react to quick demands. 


Give me Thy guidance, Friend Divine, 

For other folk as well as mine. 

Then, when we come to journey’s end, 

My prayers to Heaven will ascend, 

To utter thankfulness to Thee, 

Who kept the wheel all day with me. 
—The Church Chronicle. 
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20 we say it again, and more emphat- 
ically. As in the case of the extem- 
pore speech he delivered at the 1953 
Dartmouth commencement, some of 
the most important things he has had 
to say since he became President were 
crowded into the ten minutes during 
which he was responding to the Hart- 
ford institution’s conferring of an- 
other honorary degree. Oh, to be 
sure, this little speech was full of the 
rambling sentences characteristic of 
Mr. Eisenhower’s offhand remarks. 
And he wandered down a couple of 
detours which, informally pleasant as 
they were, had nothing to do with 
the main thing he was talking about. 
But as one reads the verbatim text in 
the New York Times version, one is 
bound, we think, to realize that the 
presidential mind these days is chew- 
ing on some profoundly momentous 
truths. The first is that “we have ar- 
rived at that point when war does not 
present the possibility of victory or 
defeat. War would present to us only 
the alternative in degrees of destruc- 
tion. There could be no truly sucess- 
ful outcome.” The second is that to es- 
cape war our people must know other 
nations—know how they think as well 
as how they act—‘‘above all, why do 
they react to certain actions, certain 
considerations ... in a different way 
from which we do.” And the third is 
that “our institutions of learning and 
our churches have become the true 
mobilization centers of those forces 
which may now save civilization.” The 
President’s address at Trinity was, in 
the best sense of a much maligned 
term, a gem of a brief liberal mani- 
festo. If its wisdom can pervade the 
remaining years of his administration, 
President Eisenhower will leave his 
nation in a much healthier internal 
frame of mind, with its international 
relations on a much firmer foundation 
than he found them. 


—Chr. Century 
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SHALL I FORCE MY CHILD TO GO 
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CRURCH? 

Yes, definitely! 

Startled? Why? How do you answer 
Lucy when she comes to the breakfast 
table and announces, “I’m not going 
to school today!” You know, Lucy goes. 

How do you answer when Lucy 
comes in dirty and says, “I’m not going 
to take a bath!” You know, Lucy 
bathes. 

How do you answer when Lucy, 
threatened with illness says, “I’m not 
going to take that medicine!” You 
know, she takes it. 
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Reformation Rally 
Told of Protestant Role 


Kansas City, Mo.—Protestants must 
make freedom’s bells rin out their 
messages of pardon from sins, peace 
to the soul and power to life and bring 
all America and the world into the 
kingdom of Christ, Dr. Reuben K. 
Youngdahl, pastor of Mount Olivet 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, told 
6,000 persons at a Reformation Day 
Festival of Faith rally in municipal 
Auditorium here. 


“Science has created the kind of 
world today where Christianity is im- 
perative,” Dr. Youngdahl said. “We 
must dedicate and consecrate our lives 
to bring the kingdom of God on earth.” 


In referring to Martin Luther and 
his followers, Dr. Yjungdahl said, 
“One of the greatest blessings of the 
Reformation is that we have uncov- 
ered the priesthood of all believers. 
Lay people are rising to their respon- 
sibilities. One of the best things for 
each of us to do would be to go to 
our churches and say ‘Count me in. 
I want to be on the team.’”’ 


Dr. Youngdahl stressed that the 
foundation for Christianity must be 
firm. “Unless you build the church 
in the home, you cannot build the 
church in the community,” he said. 


Modern man, Dr. Youngdahl said, 
has tried “everything else except to 
follow the directions of God’s word.” 


“Now it is time to take Christ from 
the stained glass window and into the 
everyday life of man—into the home 
and the office,” he added. “Christ was 
not only a character in history. He 
has promised to be with us always.” 


Drive Against Lurid Comics 
Launched in Alberta 


Edmonton, Alta—A drive to rid 
Alberta of lurid comic books was 


Why all this timidity, then, in the 
realm of spiritual guidance and moral 
training? Going to wait and let her 
decide what church she’ll go to when 
she’s old enough? Don’t fool yourself. 
By that time she’ll probably believe 
that a decision neglected by her parents 
during her first twenty years might not 
be necessary at all. You didn’t wait 
until she was “old enough” to decide 
she would go to school. 


Afraid she'll later succumb to the 
old story about “... too much religion 
when I was young .. . parents made 


| 
i} 
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launched at a meeting of 40 offic] 
of provincial institutions and orgj 
izations called here by Attorney 
eral Lucien Maynard. 


The meeting, attended by Prem | 
E. C. Manning, heard religious le 
ers, educators and spokesmen for if 
lice and library organizations condel| 
objectionable comics. | 


{| 
One speaker suggested that le 


to safeguard the minds and mia 
of children: are just as necessary] 
laws to protect their health. i, 
A spokesman for magazine distal 
utors presented a proposal by the | 
dustry to set up a self-censoring jj 
gency which would curb harmful | 


erature. 3 
=: i 


The Attorney General asked thi} 
attending the meeting to be prep 
ed to recommend “firm action” # 
a later conference which he promi} 


to convene. i 


i 
if 


Prisoners’ Yelling Changes | 
To Hymn Singing 


Bristol, Va.-Tenn—J. C. Fadi) 
deputy city sergeant, told a group} 
five prisoners in the Virginia Brig. 
jail: 


“If you can yell and curse like tl 


you can sing—I’l bring you sq 
song books.” . 
From the officer’s home chum 


Hunt Memorial Methodist, he brou} 
some no-longer-used hymnals and g| 
them to the prison inmates. 7 


“Not bad singing-don’t you thi ne 
he asked of a visitor at the ie 
“booking” office. 


The former boisterous prisoners Hi 
singing, in fair harmony, “I'd Rat 
Be An Old Time Christian.” 


“You never hear them cursing” 4 
more,” Mr, Faddis said. 
| 


me go?” This tale is obviously ta 
Just because she takes a bath tonit 
doesn’t mean she’ll discontinue th 
at age twenty-one. 


What shall I say to Lucy when 
announces she doesn’t like S in} 
school and church? That’s. easy, | 


consistent. 


By firmness and example you 
show her that church-going is a ne ( 
sity. And in later years, she will t¢ ; 
you for bringing into her life the gre 
est values a mature person can poss 
—Christian habits and ideals. 


ember 15, 1954 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 


Forty Years With The Sudan Mission 


By Mrs. Alfred Thompson 


a Friends of Sudan: 


[Does it seem forty years since you sent two young 
hople out into the “great unknown’? Yes, forty years 
next February 22, we landed in the then far-away, 
le-known Niger Valley. A few people had gone to 
pla and beyond, but I was the first white woman to 
e in the great section of Adamawa Province. The 
untry was closed to ladies, but after Miss Tillish and 
kss Ericksen returned to Denmark, I was allowed at 
vy own risk to go into the big unknown. It was a won- 
ful experience as, strange to say, I travelled by river 
;amer and had more reason to fear the drunken white 


» peace, and I shall never forget a mission boy work- 
* for one of the men. He sat on a big pile on the 
arf and played a harmonica, “Nearer My God to Thee” 
many other Christian tunes all night long. It helped 
- to feel the presence of my Keeper. Yes, the presence 
esus has been near and guided us and kept us safe 
harm. We have lived most of our lives within 
ht of cannibal villages where even during our last 
iv, they tried to kill a man. 


any of you wonder if Africa is the same as when 
arrived. Is light and darkness the same? Just re- 
tmber there was not one Christian, but now I believe, 
as safe to say our district is much more Christian 
an Los Angeles or even smaller places. Where once 
an dances and vile songs filled the air for days at a 
1e, now the pagans cannot find enough spirit worship- 
s to have a real spirit dance. The old men say, “No, 
must let the worship die out as most of our young 
ople are Christians and are changing the government. 


We now have eleven main stations and over two hun- 
sd rural self-supporting centers. Our greatest open- 
's come through the desire for learning to read the 
ble and the need for medical aid. We received a let- 

the other day saying, “Pella, one of the difficult 
ttions, has awakened and now is sending out many 
angelists and teachers. The missionary and his wife 
1; very much overworked. She has from 250 to 300 
Lients daily for treatment and besides that has over 
» lepers for their treatments twice each week. The 
ssionary and his native pastor have many churches 
} visit and baptism and confirmation classes to be 
i;:mined besides the very large church and congrega- 
to at their home station. Another letter told of the 
Ilication of a new church in a new tribe, the Vere 
be, which is probably the worst tribe we have ever 
tered. Only a miracle can change them. There was 


+n than the black men all around me. Yet God gave | 


not only dedication but also baptism of their first con- 
verts. The followers had built a church in town, but the 
people defiled it in such a way that the Christians said 
it was no place for worship and burned it down. They 
then built the new one. Yes, the light has entered the 
darkness, but why not more openings? We are trying 
to raise money for new missionaries to enter these new 
tribes with the light as the others have been entered. 
The natives write about forming a new Lutheran Mis- 
sionary Society and are raising money to send their 
workers into the new places. Their great need is for 
more training for personal soul-winning. I think their 
longing is the same as Missionary Inadomi of Japan for 
this personal soul-winning training for service. They know 
their Bible quite well, but need to be shown how to use 
that knowledge effectively. Week after week the call 
is the same, “Send men to train us and we will go.” 
Lamurde, of course, is our first love and we are so glad 
that many of our boys are faithful to their calling and 
are working for Jesus. I wonder what our churches 
would do if only two pastors out of 33 received any pay 
for their work. We have 34 churches in all and only 
one ordained man, who receives less than half a teach- 
er’s pay and that paid by the natives themselves. One 
man training as pastor gets about $2 a week. He has 10 
children. Have they reason to feel that they are under- 
paid? I suppose what keeps them going on is that the 
missionaries are receiving less than some of their former 
pupils. Our head teacher received 6d or 12c a week as 
boy and 25c as cook for us. He now receives about $350 
from the government. 


Today these men trained in Mission Schools are of- 
fered very big pay to do government work. It is neces- 
sary for the people that many do get these good jobs, 
as from all accounts, if we do not reach these tribes 
near us with the gospel within two years, we will be 
shut out. As you know, England has trained the na- 
tives and is still training them for self-government. The 
Southern group and some of the Northern group de- 
mands self-government in 1956. If self-government comes 
before the central group of pagans and Christians are 
organized, then our mission and all missions will be re- 
stricted and can enter no new fields with our regular 
work. Even now the Mohammedans are trying to gain 
control of many of our villages. Our only hope is in 
Haste, Haste, and again I say Haste. We saw this before 
we left the field. If all Christians do not stand together 
and go forward as one, we will suffer great loss. What 
are you going to say? Oh! Sudan, the budget has been 
reached. Did God budget Sudan? He says, “GO!” Would 
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He say go and open the doors wide if He did not mean 
it. Can we hold back our children and our money from 
such a call? The world is looking at Nigeria and one of 
the places of greatest pressure is our very own Danish 
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Lutheran field. The government and other missions a 
looking to us. Our hundreds of Christians all over } 
geria are looking to us. Are you and I going to f. 
them? If we do, may God have mercy on us. 


The Return of the Dead 


A VISIT FROM THE ANCESTORS 


By Dorothy Pape 


This story gives an idea of some of the problems our missionaries in Japan face. 


We had an unusual opportunity to see something of 
the famous Obon festival last summer when we rented 
some ‘rooms in the home of a Japanese widow. The oc- 
casion of this festival is the supposed three-day return 
visit paid by the dead every year to their former homes, 
and before the arrangements were completed for rent- 
ing the rooms it was stipulated that the family would 
need the use of the room with the Buddhist family al- 
tar in during the days of the festival, August 13-15. 

During the day preceding the arrival of the ancestors 
a good house-cleaning takes place, any torn paper on 
doors or windows is replaced with fresh strips, and all 
weeds in the courtyard are uprooted. Special food is 
also prepared. In the evening a fire of dried hemp is 
lit to welcome the departed members of the family home 
again, or the graves may be visited and the ancestors 
escorted back with a lantern in some places. 

In this home, the Butsudan, as the Buddhist family 
altar is called, is in a sort of cupboard in the guest room 
over which an oil painting of the widow’s husband was 
hung permanently. This cupboard had all been cleaned 
out and fresh flowers and fruit were placed in it be- 
side the tablets with the names of the more recently 
‘deceased members of the family. Eggplant, melons and 
cucumbers figure largely in this festival, sometimes 
being made to resemble bulls and horses with legs made 
of dry hemp stems, but at this home they just seemed 
to. be .artistically strung together on a hanging vine. 
There were also coloured sweetmeats, and sticks of 
burning: incense, and a lighted paper lantern completed 
the altar. which was surrounded with a kind of fence 
she had. made with dried rushes. A straw mat was 
spread-on the floor in front of the Butsudan, and two 
small, sbeautifully lacquered, tables were placed upon 
it.,On these, complete meals were served, including cups 
of, tea and. condiments. 

This’ food was added to Gethin the. three days. of the 
festival,.some: of: the relatives coming.and bringing gifts. 
On. the third. morning ‘some special glutinous. rice paste 
cakes are made, and our landlady brought us some in 
while we were having breakfast. We felt that politeness 
required us to put something on the dish when we re- 
turned it, so gave some foreign cookies, and were rather 
chagrined later to find that those, too, were given to the 
ancestors! 


€ 


Guiding the spirits 

On the last evening it is the custom to have coloure 
lanterns in the shape of boats, and when the candles | 
these are lit they are placed in the nearest sea or rivs 
to guide the spirits back to the land of rest. Matsushin 
Bay, one of the most famous beauty spots in Japa 
was only a few miles from us, and all the foreign con 
munity went there by launch that evening. It certain 
was a most beautiful sight to see these thousands — 
coloured lantern boats floating out to sea between tl 
numerous little pine-covered islands. They say mo 
people no longer regard these with any more religion 
significance than most of us at home do a Christmas tr 
Certainly none of the boats we saw were loaded : 
food for the ancestors, or had on the Buddhist pray 
which was formerly customary, and the elaborate fir 
work display on the shore, and the special motor laun 
excursions from other places added to the general carr 
val nature of the evening. | 


Religious training at home : 


In the homes, however, one feels that the religion 
significance is still real. It is a point worth noting f 
Christian parents in the west, I think, that Japane: 
children get almost all their religious training in th 
home. It is not dependent on visits to the temple, and i 
struction from a priest has been rare. The daily habi 
of worship in the home, however, influence them fi 
life. The place we stayed at has been a missionary r 
sort for over 50 years. Sunday Schools have been he. 
in the summer, and money has also been contributed j 
send a visiting evangelist there at other times, but litt 
impression has been made, and few can do the half-hot 
bus journey to the church in the nearest town. O1 
widow had attended Sunday School as a child, but ev 
dently found her traditional worship still quite ate 

It seems to me that in Japan, the leading country - 
culture and technical skill in the. Hast,.the devil : 
surpassed himself in counterfeiting some of the cha 
acteristics of the Christian gospel. The presence of the 
ancestors seems very real to many of the people, eve 
university students have spoken of it to my husban 
and it gives them a sense of security, comfort and cor 
panionship quite different from the fear of the de: 

(Continued on page 15) 
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THE PRAYERS OF 
| PETER MARSHALL 


. Peter Marshall book are 
_ 276 prayers used in con- 


paeiey ee 


: ae . gregations he served and 
_%* in the United States Sen- 
ae. ate. Mrs. Marshall has 
« written an introduction 
a to each section of the 
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book and to many of the 
prayers. If you enjoyed 


pd in this volume the same great wisdom, 
mmth, and humanity of this man of God 


ni ing through. Price: $3. 00 


™M r. Jones, Meet the Master, a book of his 
nons priced at $2.50 are also available. 


E OLD TESTAMENT AND THE FINE 
RTS by Cynthia Pearl Maus 


Bringing together pictures, poems, hymns 
al stories this volume illustrates the great 
of fine art which bear upon the Old 
Sstament. It is an excellent reference and re- 
urce book, a story guide to the Old Testa- 

and a fine volume for inspirational read- 
to those familiar with Christ and the Fine 
its ($5.95), a companion volume, this edition 
must Price: $5.95 


RAN CYCLOPEDIA 


erence. Containing complete information 
the teachings and history of all Lutheran- 
1 this volume also includes material on other 
rch bodies of the world and on general 


HE GOSPELS by J. B. Phillips 


Piother striking translation of part of the 
w Testament by the translator of Letters to 
jung Churches ($2.75) Here is the book eager- 
awaited by thousands who have and cherish 
i author’s translation of St. Paul’s Epistles. 
ce: $2.75 
‘Also available is Phillip’s Plain Christianity. 
is book shows how the Christian faith actual- 
works.. Price: ote 


Contained in this new ~~ 


0 er oaks on Peter Marshall, you will | 


THE UNFAITHFUL fie Ewald ] Mand 
This book is a provocative novel based on 
the life of the prophet, Hosea. This is the amaz- 


ing story of the man God called to marry a 


harlot in order that he might know the pain of 
loving an unworthy object the same as the 
Lord suffered with an erring Israel, and then 


to prophecy and lead his people. Price: $3.75 
KATHERINE, WIFE OF TN 


by Clara Schreiber — 


‘Here is “Master Kate,” as her husband ee. 


times called her, the proud and efficient per- 


sonality who brought order and a certain peace | 


into the stormy career of the man she loved. 
The novel offers intriguing sidelights into 
the life of Katherine von Bora. Price: $2.75. 


WHO SHALL BE GOD by A. N. Rogness 

This book will jar you from complacency 
with its freshness of thought and expression, 
Dealing with man’s inadequacies, false under- 
standings, vital needs, Dr. Rogness seeks to 
draw one to a fuller life with God. Price: $2.50 


THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINKING 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


by Norman Vincent Peale _ 

The famous inspirational best-seller has now 
been specially rewritten and adapted by the 
author to help teen-agers solve their problems 
and build successful lives. With writing that is 
clear and easy to understand, the book offers 
workable solutions for many adolescent pro- 
blems. Price: $2.95 


THE WOOD CARVER 
By Grace N. Crowell 


A charming story for a child’s reading woven 
around a humble woodcarver, the beautiful 
creche he carved as a gift for his church, and 
the wonderful happiness it brought to him and 
his crippled son. Price: $1.00 


BOTH BANKS OF THE 
RIVER by Aygre Briggs 
- This great story of heroic, 
sensitive Charles Morning- 
side, the Delaware Tribe’s 
chieftain, is a haunting and 
unforgettable picture of an 
American tragedy and tri- 
umph. A heartwarming 
chapter in the history of 
the American Indian, Price: 
$3:00 : 
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GOOD BOOKS MAKE GOOD FRIENDS 


; Within these pages you will find, we hope, the books you have been look- 
ing for, either as additions to your own library or as gifts. Here are listed — 
many new books just off the press, but also included are those which al- 
ready have a recognized place in the book world, Of course, this does not - 
_ begin to catalog our stock at LPH. We will be happy to. nee. you in any | 
way we can to find the books you desire. 
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THE PSALMS by John P. Milton 

The Book of Psalms is treated from a 
variety of angles. Containing chapters on 
the theology of the Psalms as well as several 
sermons, this volume is excellent for both 
study and devotion. Price: $3.25 


CONCERNING SIN AND GRACE by J. N. Kildahl 

What Dr. Kildahl had to say of the spiritual problems 
of sin and grace was the distillation of many years’ 
thought and experience. Readers should find his think- 
ing of inestimable worth. Price: $4.75 


20 OCCASIONAL SERMONS by Pastors of the ELC 

Sermons for special occasions such as Youth Sunday, 
Memorial Day, Ordination, Graduation, Church Dedica- 
tion, etc. Price: $3.00 


EXPOSITION OF ECCLESIASTES by H. C. Leupold 
Contrary to the common opinion that Ecclesiastes is 
gloomy and pessimistic, the author finds it to be a book 
of comfort for the godly in evil days. Price: $4.00 
THE GREAT QUEST by Ad. Haentzschel 
“Here, then, is a little book for many people—for all 
minds cut by the acids of modernity—for the student on 
the campuses where knowledge is mistaken for wisdom 
—for all who ask the question: ‘Lord, to whom shall we 
go?’ in our bewildered and bedeviled time.” Price: $2.00 


SPIRITUS CREATOR 


by Regin Prenter 

An important translation from the 
Danish by Rev. John M. Jensen, this 
is a new study based on twentieth 
century research of Luther’s concept 
of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Prenter an- 
alyzes Luther’s works, searching for 
the answer to what Luther thought. 
Price: $3.00 
OLD TESTAMENT IN MODERN 
RESEARCH by Herbert F. Hahn 


Here in brief compass is the whole 
sweep of current thinking on the study 
of the Old Testament. It is a compre- 
hensive synthesis of modern trends 
in Bible studies. Price: $4.00 
THE LIFE WE PRIZE 


By Elton Trueblood 

Here the real meaning is given of the 
life we Americans prize and are ready 
to set against totalitarian ways of life, 
Price: $1.49 


LPH — 200 S. Fifth Street, Blair, Nebraska 


of texts aesmaige to the Books af te Bible ant 1 acco 
ing to the Church Year. Price: $3.95 ; 


PASTORAL COUNSELING by F. R. Knubel 
Here is a book full of help for the pastor tro 
how to help his parishioners with their problem 
author shows the use of psychological insight 
rich wisdom of the Word of God. Price: $1.50 


PLAIN TALK by Knute Lee 

“Down-to-earth” messages make up this book | of. 
mons which were preached to the Greenland | 
construction crews. Others will benefit from readi 
terse, direct and powerful sermons. Price: $1.50 


THE FLOOD by Alfred M. Rehwinkel 
In these pages a thorough study is made of this his’ 
catastrophe convincingly upholding the truth and 
bility of the Biblical account. Must reading for those 
want to clear away the disturbing questions which 
round the O. T. story. Price: $4:75 ] 
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RICHES OF THE KINGDOM 
by Grace N. Crowell 
Intended especially as devotions 
for women this book warmly pre- 
sents Christianity as an inseparable 
part of life. Here the “riches of the 
kingdom” are found in the roufine 
of daily life. Price: $1.50 
LUTHERAN BOOK OF 
PRAYERS | 

A prayer book with more than 
200 pages of personal petitions and 
other devotional helps. Prices: Pa- 
per cover, 70 cents; Cloth, $1.00 — 4 
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led cael tor Youth,” this book contains 
rmal, intimate See one with typical 


di 1g) sympathetic approach, not ioreachy: ” Price: 


ctor rand a Peeiiater Ealinorate to give young 
tople s und, realistic information on sex, boy-girl 


RELY IN HIM by Marcus Rieke 

his book is written in a friendly, heart-to-heart 
o each reader individually. It covers the prob- 
temptations, and desire of Christian youth to 


UNTAIN TRAILWAYS FOR YOUTH 
rs. C. E. Cowman 


. daily devotional book for youth that will help 
ad Pthem to mountain-top experiences. Price: $2.00 
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bd Inspiration 


| 


ert Hegland 

ag devotional book it of- 
ous instruction with a dif- 
vice: $1.25 
!D by Amos Lundquist 
vok of daily devotions in 
fl on an individual life. 
from the contemplation 


0 
. O. Bersell 
to get more out of keep- 
> meditations bring back 
ativity story. Price: $1.50 


} LIVING GOD’S WAY 

\ by Reuben K. Youngdahl 

An excellent book for devotion- 
al readings in the home that en- 
courages men and women to face 
victoriously the problems of life. 
Price: $2.75 


I WAS SICK 
Translated by Fred C. M. Hansen 


The perfect gift for the sick and 
shut-in bringing the testimony of 
Christian physicians to the sufferer. 
Churches order in quantity for gifts. 


Price: $1.50; 6 copies, $7.50 
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Young People 
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YOUR KEY TO THE BIBLE 


Designed to help young people in their 
reading of the Bible, book by book. An 
excellent study guide and help in un- 
derstanding the Bible. Price: $1.75 


CHALLENGE by Olga Overn 

This is intensely gripping story of early 
pioneers in the Badlands of Dakota. It 
depicts the struggle of honest Scandinav- 
ian settlers against the self-interest of 
political boss rule. Price: $2.50 


CHOOSING OUR MEMORIES 
by Edward Kuhlmann 

Helpful advice in making our lives 
more effective as Christians is found in 
this book. It is a wealth of story illustra- 
tions written in an easy flowing style. 
Price: $2.00 


THE SECRET OF BEAUTIFUL 
LIVING by Oswald Riess 

A book for devotional reading which 
lifts the reader out of the despair and fear 
of this present day into the joy, hope, love, 
and peace of a life lived in the power of 
Christ. Price: $1.50 
CRY THE BELOVED COUNTRY 
By Alan Paton 

A story of the problems of South Af- 
rican native workers who come from the 
country to find work in the cities where 
poor soe hiss: and racial prejudice 
$3. 50 
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” Bibles and Terance 


REVISED STANDARD VERSION 
A version bringing the world its most 

accurate translation of The Bible. Beauti- 

ful modern English replaces the ancient 

phrases, making the interpretation of the 

Word clearer. 

3800—Maroon buckram; Sturdite spine 
stamped in genuine gold. Price: $6.00 

3807—Black genuine leather, Levant 
grain; limp binding stamped in gen- 
uine gold. Red under gold edges; rib- 
bon marker. Price: $10.00 

SMALLER TEXT BIBLES 

2800—Blue cloth binding with spine 
stamped in genuine gold. White edges; 
stained top. Illustrated with 12 pages 
in 4 colors and 12 maps in 6 colors. 
Price: $3,25 

2803—Black flexible Sturdite binding 
stamped in genuine gold. Red edges. 
Price: $3.50 

2807K—Printed on India paper, this ed- 
ition is less than 1 inch thick. Black 
genuine leather, limp binding. Price: 
$9.00 
LPH — 200 S. Fifth Street, Blair, Nebraska 
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BETTER HOMES AND GARDEN 


-SECOND STORY BOOK — 

This book is a collection of the 
world’s greatest and best-loved stories 
_and poems for children. Excellent for 
~ the school-age boy or girl to give them 
an appreciation of good writing and an 
understanding of people, customs. and 
life. “Price: $2.95" °° . 


SUGAR CREEK GANG SERIES 
“ by Paul Hutchens 


A fine series of stories with laminat- 
ed covers. Every home with juveniles 
should have this series. Titles include: 
The Sugar ‘Creek Gang, We Killed A 
Bear, Further Adventures of the Sugar 
Creek Gang, The Sugar Creek Gang 


. Goes Camping, The Sugar Creek Gang 
- in Chicago, The Sugar Creek Gang in 


School, Mystery at Sugar Creek, One 
Stormy Day At Sugar Creek, A New 
Sugar Creek Gang Mystery, and Shen- 
anigans at Sugar Creek, Price per book: 
$1.00. 


THE PEANUT MAN 


4 by Harry J. Albus 


~ This’ book about the great Negro 
scientist, George Washington Carver. 


“who “talked with God” about his work 


is a gem that will grip junior readers. 
_Also available in this series of bio- 
graphies is The Music Maker, the Life 


_ Story of Johann Sebastian Bach. Both 
are priced at $1.00. 


DUROPLAST BOOKS 

Books of colorful pictures that tod- 
dlers will love. They will stand lots 
of pulling and tugging and have wash- 
able pages. Perfect for children one to 
four years old. Numbers in this ser- 
ies are Baby Animals, Here Am I 
(Children at play), See The Bear (Chil- 
dren’s playthings), and My Own Book 
(Zoo animals). All priced at $.60. 


PRAYERS FOR LITTLE ONES 


by George Conrad 

Contains morning, evening, table and 
other prayers to be taught by parents 
and Sunday school teachers to little 
ones. Price: 50 cents. 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street 


Blair, Nebraska 


sing CHILDREN’ Ss ‘WORKERS > 
by Alice M. Knight — 
A fresh new collection of ‘stories, 
illustrations for pastors, parents ané te 
ranged under more than 50. catagories 


_ HAPPY HOUR BOOKS 
"All kinds of play ideas for childrer 


lustrations in ae. 80 Play Ideas for ee 
Girls from 4-7, Fun for Tiny Tots from 4-' 
In-Bed- Fun for Boys and: ‘Girls from 5-! 


are several in this series. 


cents each. 


THE CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 


by Catherine F. Vos 


The oe Bible story told in short 
boys ead girls 7 to 12. 732 pages with over 
stories and filled with colored pictures. Price: 


CELL EEE EEE EG, 
RY Lutheran Publishing House 


%200 South Fifth Street 
@ Blair, Nebraska 
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The Future of Trinity Seminary 


| By The Faculty of Trinity Seminary, Blair, Nebraska 


| 
In The Ansgar Lutheran for Oct. 25 Editor John M. 
=nsen writes, “Perhaps we should therefore plan to 
iscontinue our seminary in 1956 as soon as the final 
ote is taken and the date for the new church is set. 
his could well be done in view of the fact that we have 
ifficient pastors. At present we have almost too many.” 
1. To begin with, in the light of the approaching mer- 
ar, it is hard to see any logical connection between our 
apposed over-supply of pastors and the closing of our 
sminary. If young men of our church who have a genu- 
1e call from God to the ministry are trained in an- 
cher seminary we still are faced with the problem of 
itting them to work for the Lord. Closing the seminary 
mntributes nothing to the solution of this problem. 

Synodical lines are now being crossed. A number of 
ir pastors have come by transfer from other synods, 
id there are four pastors still members of other synods 
ho are serving our congregations. One or two of our 
en in recent years have also transferred to other 
vnods. As the merger moves nearer to a reality such 
ansfers between the bodies involved could well be 
creased. If our sister synods really want to merge with 
s they could well receive any surplus of graduates 
” may have, and no doubt they will do so. In any 
vent closing a seminary contributes nothing at all to 
uis matter. 

2. In the next place the statement that we have “al- 
ost too many” pastors must make strange and dis- 
=artening reading to a young man who feels the call 
= God to the ministry. Instead of rejoicing that God’s 
pirit is at work in our congregations, moving men to 
srsake their nets to become fishers of men, shall we 
ay, “Go home, young man, we don’t need you’? 

Moreover, the “problem” is by no means as great as 
ne editor imagines. The military chaplaincy is in need 
— many men. Replacements are needed for ministers 
rho retire or are called away by death. Some congrega- 
ons could well use the ministry of two pastors. Sev- 
ral special fields of service (e.g. in hospitals) need 
vorkers. From time to time new home and foreign 
elds are opened up, and thousands more could be 
pened if money were at hand. The way to meet the 
ituation is not by the destruction of seminaries or the 
iscouragement of Christians, but by finding ways to 
ren new fields. 

All this is valid apart from a merger. But with a 
rerger in the making new considerations. arise. The 
.merican Lutheran Church, for instance, has a short- 
ge of pastors (about 45 some months ‘ago). We may 
ave a few to spare in the next few years. Should we 
ot rejoice that here is a place we can contribute some- 
1ing to our sister synods, and thus eventually to the 
merging church body? 

3. But the greatest objection is that to discontinue 
rinity before the merger violates the whole purpose 


and nature of the merger. The idea of the merger is 
that four synods, finding themselves sufficiently close 
to each other in doctrine, spirit, and practice, are to 
pool their resources and form one body, that they might 
accomplish more for the Kingdom. 

When an army must retreat it blows up the ammuni- 
tion and arms it cannot carry away. But this makes no 
sense for those who are moving forward. Our task is to 
advance with our brethren by contributing all our as- 
sets for the common cause. 

The merger movement has reached a point when it 
is no longer right for a single body to make any radical 
changes in its institutions without consulting its col- 
leagues. It is not up to us to close the Seminary. It is 
up to us to continue it at full strength until the new 
body is a full-fledged and sovereign synod, with of- 
‘cial boards to consider the matter. The new synod will 
iave the right, and will be in the best position, to re- 
locate, combine, or rearrange its institutions of theol- 
logical education in accordance with an overall plan; 
and such a plan should conserve all the true values 
and assets of the institutions with which it deals. 


Trinity Seminary has important assets. It shares with 
the college the possession of a physical plant. It owns a 
library constantly being increased with worth-while 
theological literature, important tools of education. It 
has a trained five-man teaching staff, which continually 

eeks to improve itself by private study and by a pro- 
gram of sabbatical leaves. It has a devoted and interest- 
ed student body. It has a very favorable teacher-student 
ratio. Educators are realizing more and more that large 
classes are detrimental to good work, especially in post- 
graduate study, and particularly in so personal a mat- 
ter as religion. Trinity Seminary, again, has importan’ 
intangible values: its spiritual life, its religious insights 
and outlook, the devotion of its friends, its traditions 
and procedures. Some of these, in the nature of the 
ease, may have to be sacrificed. But the goal should be 
to preserve and wisely to apply all that will be of value 
to the new church. 


Now the point is that a premature death of the sem- 
inary,—prior to the merger—by a stab in the back, or 
by starvation, will destroy these values. On the other 
hand, if we come to the merger with our institutions in 
full vigor, our congregations growing, and our devotion 
unflagging, we can make a contribution to the new 
church. Quantitatively it may be modest; but it may 
contain important assets that.God can use. 


How- damaging and unreasonable the feditorss sug- 

gestion is can be made more evident by an illustration. 

A group of men in a pioneer community were asked 

to come together to build a church. Each was to bring 

such building materials, tools, and horses, as he was 
(Continued on page 13) 
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May we introduce “Handy” and “Dandy!” Their last name is YOUTH PROGRAMS, and they are ready td j 

visit your League in the new filmstrip, “The Tale of Two Copies.” 
A copy of this filmstrip has been presented to each District Luther League by your Luther League Youth Of 

fice. Your District President will make out a schedule for showing the story of “Handy” and “Dandy” in each | 

League. Be sure you see it when it comes to your League! There will be no charge for showing it. 

“] 
This black-and-white strip with reading script shows some glaring examples of how not to use YOUTH PRO- 

GRAMS, but it also illustrates how to make the best possible use of your quarterly program manual. If your pro- 


grams have lost their effectiveness, this filmstrip may tell you why, and show you how to plan and present pro- 
grams which will be both interesting and helpful. . = 


_ By Pastor Gerhard J. Nygaard 
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 


' Do you remember the story of 
Ihe dog out foraging for food? He 
l as coming home with a large piece 
of meat in his mouth, but as he was 
srossing a bridge over a clear 
stream, he saw the reflection of 
mimself in the water. “And what a 
large piece of meat the other dog 
r as,” he thought. It looked so much 
better and bigger than his own that 
e at once dropped his in the water 
-n order to dive in after the piece 
chat belonged to the other dog. The 
Dutcome of it all was that he came 
Mome empty-handed with a grudge 
ion life for robbing him of that of 
bwhich he had really robbed himself. 


Life can be like that without a 
menuine thankfulness for what has 
already been placed in our hands. 
ur heads are prone to turn con- 
finually from right to left, observ- 
ing and coveting the things our fel- 
‘owmen have and we forget to ob- 
Serve God’s magnificent blessings 
shat lie at our own feet. 


The Thanksgiving Season in 
anada has come and gone. We ob- 
served Thanksgiving Sunday on Oc- 
Htober 10th. We, in the Red Deer 
area, paused on that special day to 
wive thanks to Almighty God. We 
looked down at our out-stretched 
farms and many saw fewer material 
blessings there than they did a year 
ago. The harvesting was poor and 
incomplete. The hand of nature had 
meached out with a frenzied grip 
sand hadn’t let go. During the sum- 
mer treacherous heaps of destruc- 
tion from the sky. Unemployment 
was quite severe. But yet we 
thought of the peoples throughout 
the world who have been beset by 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and 
unemployment problems. 


When the hand is light of ma- 
terial gifts, can we still be thank- 
ful? Or must we be buried beneath 
an avalanche of onpouring materi- 
al gifts before we are willing to look 
up and say, “Thank you, God?” 


The Psalmist looks up to God and 
declares, “Thou openest Thy hand 


LEAGUERS! 


and satisfiest the desire of every liv- 
ing thing.” Perhaps our hands 
aren't as empty as we might at first 
believe. And are we always to look 
what is in the hand or in the bin or 
in the bank before we are willing to 
sing our grateful hymns of thanks- 
giving and praise? 


In life today as in the past, it 
seems that it is even difficult to 
thank God for the good things in 
life. Or perhaps we have become so 
accustomed to receiving that we 
more or less grow thankless. Even 
more difficult it is to thank Him for 
the chastenings in life. We intend 
that our own will must be done. 
“My will rather than yours,” we 
have been known to shout to God. 
And because we refuse to recognize 
or submit to His will, we often must 
be rapped quite severely upon our 
knuckles. The long and hateful 
story of sin has brought about not 
only unthankfulness but also a 
series of earthshaking calamities. 


A really thankful heart was not 
wrapped up neatly inside us when 
we were born into this world. It is 
true that we may sporadically pour 
out our thanks when something 
new is thrown into our laps. Or we 
may gasp a surprised thanks when 
we learn our name has been includ- 
ed in a rich uncle’s will. But true 
thankfulness is much deeper than 
that. It must be received from the 
hands of Almighty God. ‘True 
thankfulness is a gift from God just 
as all that we have is a gift from 
God. Pray to God for a more thank- 
ful heart. We have so much for 
which to be thankful. 


To be a truly thankful person, 
you must be doing God’s_ will. 
Otherwise life is meaningless and 
thankfulness seeps out only in tiny 
driblets when something seemingly 
great falls into our hands. A fact 
that should be tucked away in our 
thinking is this: When we are not 
doing God’s will we cannot be a 
truly thankful group of young 
people. 


GIVE THANKS 


If during this past year a tragedy 
has struck your home or friends, it 
may not have been God’s will. The 
weight of sin often strikes heavily. 
But if it has brought someone to 
God or has deepened your convic- 
tions, be thankful. The awful segre- 
gation problem in the schools of the 
deep South is surely not God’s will. 
For all are equal in His sight.-A re- 
cent magazine featured a picture of 
a group of snarling women shaking 
their fists at a carload of little 
Negro children leaving a _ white 
school. But be thankful if such an 
ugly picture enhances your love for 
the downtrodden and instills in you 
a desire to fight for better human 
relationships. You see, thanksgiving 
enters every realm of life—not just 
a gratitude for temporal benefits. 
To do the will of God in every nook 
and corner of your life instills in 
your heart a profuse growth~- of 
thankfulness. 


Jesus Christ’s entire life on earth 
was lived for the supreme desire to 
do God’s will. And where could 
you find a more thankful person? 
The proud Pharisee who would not 
submit to God’s will could only be 
thankful that he was better than 
other men. 


Let us day by day seek God’s 
will in our lives through His Word 
and by prayer. Discuss God’s will 
in your lives with your parents, 
friends and pastor. And then you 
will find yourself entering the gates 
of a more complete thankfulness. 


The greatest gift, of course, for 
which we should be thankful is 
God’s free salvation in Jesus Christ. 
God has poured out His love upon 
us abundantly in the form of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. And although 
we may feel that life has dealt us 
short in material blessings, God’ has 
surely not dealt us short in His re- 
demptive blessings. He gave His all 
in order to buy us back from the 
clutches of sin and death. You 
young people who possess a living 

(Continued on page 13) 
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GOD USES BROKEN THINGS 
By Eva Gray 


It takes the broken soil to grow 
And ripen fields of grain; 

And overspreading broken clouds 
To give refreshing rain. 


"Tis broken rain that gives us bread; 


And broken bread that gives 

Us strength for every moment, hour; 
By broken things man lives. 

A broken spirit, contrite heart, 
Our God will ne’er despise; 

For pleasing are these things to him, 
Therein repentance lies. 

It was the alabaster box 

As broken, emptied, poured 

A fragrant, rich, and rare perfume 
Anointing Christ, our Lord. 

It was the heart of him who died 
Upon Mount Calvary; 

As broken, bleeding thereupon, 


That ransomed even me.—Our Hope. 


BOOKSELLING AMERICANS 
By Jasper B. Sinclair 


Textbooks of American history have 
not made very much of the fact that 
several of our Presidents have tried 
their hand at selling books and can- 
vassing for subscriptions in their 
younger days. 


George Washington, while a young 
man living at Mount Vernon; spent 
some time as a book salesman in the 
Virginia countryside around about the 
family estate. The future first Presi- 
dent of the United States canvassed 
for subscriptions for a work called 
The American Savage: How He May 
Be Tamed By the Weapons of Civili- 
zation. It it said that he sold two hun- 
dred copies in and around the city of 
Alexandria alone. 


After Ulysses §S. Grant resigned 
from the army in the days preceding 
the Civil War, he went around sell- 
ing copies of Washington Irving’s Life 
and Voyages of Columbus. Years later, 
when he had left the White House 
after serving as President, Grant was 
again identified for a short time with 
the book subscription business. 


Still another of the nation’s: Presi- 
dents, Rutherford B. Hayes, also sold 
books. He canvassed the state of Ohio, 
specializing in Baxter’s Lives of the 
Saints, 


One of the country’s unsuccessful 
candidates for the presidency went on 
the road as a book salesman. He was 
James G. Blaine and the volume he 
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sold was the Life of Henry Clay, the 
Mill Boy of the Slashes. 


Several other American sellers of 
books have been scarcely less distin- 
guished than their presidential com- 
petitors. Daniel Webster, statesman 
and orator, was once the local agent 
for De Tocqueville’s Democracy in 
America. 


Mark Twain soid books. He handled 
the Memoirs that were written by 
Ulysses S. Grant and sold three hun- 
dred thousand copies of them in a 
single year. Bret Harte and Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow were others 
who later rose to literary fame after 
spending some time selling the works 
of fellow writers. 


History has failed to record, how- 
ever, whether they were all as suc- 
cessful as Mark Twain, the Missouri 
humorist who proved that he could 
sell books as well as spin yarns that 
have become American classics.— 


—Upward. 


FOR THEE 


Thou hast no tongue O Christ as once 
of old 

To tell the story of Thy love divine; 

The story’s still the same, so sweet, so 
true, 

But. there is no tongue to tell it out— 

But mine. 


Thou hast no hands O Christ as once 
of old 

To feed the multitude with bread 
divine; 

Thou hast the living bread, enough for 
all, 

But there is no hand to give it out— 

But mine. 


Thou hast no feet O Christ as once of 
old 

Tio go where Thy lost sheep in sorrow 
pine; 

Thy love is still the same, as deep, as 
true, 

But now Thou hast no feet to go— 

But mine. 


And shall I use these ransomed powers 
of mine 

For things that only minister to me? 

Lord take my tongue, my hands, my 
feet, my heart 

And let me live and love and give for 
Thee, 


—World Christian Digest. 
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ON HOLIDAY 


will cherish this absurd story of days 
long ago, so long ago, in fact that T. P. | 
Barnum’s circus was at the height of 
its popularity. When it arrived in a 
certain town it struck the editor of the 
local newspanver that one of his staff! 
would \get some excellent copy if he} 
interviewed the famous midget, Tom | 
Thumb, who was then with the circus. ; 

He therefore made his way to the. 
dwartf’s hotel, and was directed by the 
clerk to room 402. ‘Reaching it, he | 
knocked at the door, and had it open- 
ed to him by a giant, at least nine feet | 
eUll, —A@loy. oe awfully sorry to have | 
troubled you,” apologised the reporter. | 
“I must have come to the wrong room. "9 


“Who are you looking for?” asked 
the giant. “Tom Thumb, the dwarf, « 
said the reporter. “Well, come in,” said 
the giant. “I’m Tom Thumb.” “You 
Tom Thumb!” the newsman scoffed. | 
“Why you're nine feet tall!” “I know,” | 
said the giant, “but then, you see, this | 
is my day off!” —Exchange. 


After failing for the second time to 
pass her road test required for an 
operator’s license, the tearful young | 
woman admitted traffic bothered her. | 

“Well,” questioned the sympathetic | 
officer, “why not wait a year or so and | 
try again?” . 


“But I can’t,” sobbed the disappoint- 
ed lady. “You see, I just have to get 
back and forth to the air field—I’m a 
pilot!” 


° 


One of the things we’ve learned | 
about the speed of light is that it gets — 
here too soon every morning. y 


rue. 


HIS WEAK . SOR sles 


“Well, Bi: ‘suriifiéd © up” “the ‘smokerootal 
philosopher, “I’ll tell you this about — 
him. He might have typhoid and ream 
cover; he might have pneumonia and — 
recover; he might have cerebral ment 
ingitis and recover; he might naval 
yellow fever and recover; but if he 
ever had lockjaw, he’d burst!” . 
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THE FUTURE OF TRINITY 

SEMINARY 
(Continued from page 9) 
ble. But on the way one of them, 
isparaging the things he had, threw 
hem into the river. As a consequence 
e not only contributed but little to 
the project, but he also earned the 
ontempt of his fellows. Is this what 
we want? 


t 


The fact is that scuttling our assets 
iwefore the merger is wrong in prin- 
iple. This can be seen if we think of 
oxtending such a procedure. Why stop 
ith Trinity? Why not close Lutheran 
‘Publishing House and its publications 
yy next year? Its stock, presses, and 
puilding could be sold and the pro- 
eeds used to reduce our debt. Why 
mot drop our Indian Mission? Why not 
Hissolve some of our congregations, 
letting their members join adjacent 
hurches? Would this strengthen the 
new synod? 


Or again, are our sister synods mak- 
tng comparable proposals? Do they 
ioropose the closing of Augsburg or 
fartburg? 


Besides it is by no means certain 
[hat the new church body will dis- 
sontinue Trinity. The proposed prin- 
iples of merger contemplate ‘the 
oncept of one seminary,’ but the 
schools are to exist on several campus- 
2s, and with the possibility of spec- 
alization on some of them. One sem- 
nary might thus develop an empha- 
sis upon the rural church, another 
ion foreign missions, another on ad- 
mwmanced degrees, and so forth. The 
hole future program has complex 
mand varied possibilities. Hence, Trin- 
‘ty, lying farther west than the others, 
might be built up with a strong pro- 
msram on rural life. Or it might be re- 
.ocated. Or it might be merged with 
mone of the others. Singly or with an- 
inther school it might be located in the 
ast Lutheran empire on the Pacific 
oast. The new church ‘body will no 
Moubt give careful study to the whole 
Mlan, and will try to put the equip- 
ent and staff of Trinity to work 
hvith a minimum of loss. But this it 
eannot do effectively if we, disparag- 
‘ng our school, dissipate its assets 
years before the merger is completed. 


A 


The metaphor of a wedding has 
meen used. It may well be used a- 
main. When the modest little bride 
[UELC) some day is to walk up the 
aisle to her strong and mighty groom 
‘ELC-ALC), let her come there with 
ner head held high, her eyes bright 
and clear, and her heart happy, be- 
tause she has resisted the temptation 
" empty out the silver and linen of 
er hope-chest into the discard. 
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LEAGUERS! GIVE THANKS 
(Continued from page 11) 
faith in Jesus Christ have no end 
to the amount of thanks that God 
deserves. 

Look into your own personal life 
as you read this. Don’t cast a fleet- 
ing glance at your friend’s life but 
rather only at your own at. this 
moment. Hasn’t God blessed you 
tremendously? Look at your abili- 
ties although small they may seem 
to you. Thank Him for them. Think 
of all your earthly possessions. God 
has given them to you to use during 
your short stay upon this planet. 
Thank Him for them and use those 
gifts wisely. Think of your soul’s 
salvation in Jesus Christ. Thank 
God especially for that gift. Thank 
God for your Church in which the 
Word and Sacraments are rightly 
taught and administered. 

May you young people who live 
within this wide domain of Canada 
and the United States seek God’s 
will in your lives and then go for- 
ward together in one great army, 
flooding God with a boundless ex- 
pression of complete thankfulness! 


THE LITTLE THINGS 
By David Ridings 

God can use the little things 
To make His kingdom grow, 
He used the rod in Moses’ hand 
And David’s sling we know. 
He used the fishes and the loaves 
The little lad had brought; 
And by anointing Jesus’ feet 
The gift of love was taught. 
And so I bring my gifts to Him; 
And though they look so small, 
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I offer them with willing heart— 
His love will bless them all. 

If a brother or a sister is ill-clad 
(and you say to them), ‘Go in 
peace, be warmed .. .’, without giv- 
ing them the things needed for the 
body, what does it profit? So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
—Jas. 2:15-17 


But if anyone has the world’s goods 
and sees his brother in need, yet clos- 
es his heart against him, how does 
God’s love abide in him? —I Jn. 3:17 


Katherine 
es wife of Cuther 


CLARA SEUVEL SCHREIBER 


The story of Katherine von Bora, 
the proud and efficient person- 
ality who brought order and 
peace into the stormy career of 
the man she loved. This unusual 
novel offers intriguing insights 
intomthe: lifewof thics (Great 


Reformer. $2.75 


Martin Luther 

By Carl E. Koppenhaver 

A dramatic retelling of 
the life of one of the 
world’s great religious 
leaders. 60c 


Day By Day We Magnify Thee 
Compiled and translated by 
M. Steiner and P. Scott 
Daily meditations com- 
piled fram Luther’s 

writings. 437 pages. 
$3.00 


Road to Reformation 

By Heinrich Boehmer 
A significant biography 
treating Martin Luther 


in his formative years. 
468 pages. $4.00 


Luther Now 
By Hanns Lilje 
translated by. 
Carl J. Schindler 
The significance of 
Luther today. $2.50 


at all bookstores 
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ON THANKSGIVING 

Our Pilgrim [Fathers did not cele- 
Wate the first Thanksgiving day be- 
use they had an abundance of ey- 
thing. They did not. History tells 
that they had few of the necessities 
life and none of its luxuries. They 
pointed a day of thanksgiving be- 
se they were grateful to God for 
is gifts to them, remembering the 
ard times through which they had so 
cently passed. 

Have you ever noticed that it is in 
.€ years when we have had a certain 
ount of sickness or sadness in our 
ves that we come to the Thanks- 
ing season with hearts full of grati- 
ide for the blessings of the year? It 
‘not in times of stress and strain that 
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we forget God’s goodness to us. It is 
in times of greatest prosperity that we 
fail to consider his blessings and to be 
thankful for them—Covenant Weekly. 


Disciples, Not “Joiners” 

The rich young ruler had morals, 
manners and money. He would be 
welcomed readily into many churches 
today, with no questions asked. He 
would make a good “joiner,” but he 
would be a poor disciple. 

Salvation is free but discipleship 
costs everything. Somehow, we have 
utterly lost sight of our Savior’s dras- 
tic and often severe challenges to pros- 
pective disciples. Letting the dead 
bury the dead, denying self, hating 
loved ones, putting the hand to the 
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plow—he used terms that demanded 
absolute obedience and unquestionable 
loyalty. Today we have tempered all 
this down and removed its sharp edge 
and have gathered a host of indiffer- 
ent “joiners” who have not the faint- 
est idea of what it means to “sell out” 
for Christ. 

Jesus lost this prospect. The young 
man went away. Why did not our 
Lord take him on milder terms and 
later lead him into complete surren- 
der? That is our technique today, but 
Jesus was out for disciples. 

“What lack I yet?” Here is the 
painful lack in our churches because 
it is the lack of many of their mem- 
bers.—From Day by Day, by Vance 
Havner (Fleming H. Revell Company) 


A VISIT FROM THE ANCESTORS 

(Continued from page 8) 
ich seemed prevalent in China. In country districts 
e feel lonely if they have to sleep away from the 
.cestral tablets. In orthodox Buddhist homes food is 
fered every day, and incense burned, and all important 
ily events are announced to the ancestors (rather 
bogically assuming they are there all the time, and not 
pst at the Obon festival!). In the house we stayed in, 
»thing seemed to be done on ordinary days, but we 
re interested to see that the family brought their mat- 
=sses in each night and slept with the ancestors during 
festival. 


zeath no terror 

Surely we see in all this the function of the Holy 
Dirit, the ever-present Comforter, being imputed to 
elpless, human ancestors. Death, too, has no thought 
uncertainty or terror for the average person, for it 
assumed that all Japanese will become deified in the 
ind of rest. Sin is not something terrible, separating 


HYeclasfocleckecfeslecfectecterteciscloeteefectecteeleelscleelorieelooleeteatoets 
coin Nebraska 

FORD VAN LINES 

‘MOVING SERVICE ANYWHERE 


Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 
IOLLEGE HILL, BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


Phone 2727 
Sestestectectrolertacfeetorterteetseleetscfeeteateafecieelecteateefeeteoteate ets 
focfostustacteofosfecfecterteeteofoeteolorteoloeteoloefeefeefeeberteeferteeteets 

GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
) Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
Lasteatochecheatachastesfactsotestectecterfortretroteatocfrctocheatecheofeafenss 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


them from God and needing a Saviour outside them- 
selves. Rather it is likened to dirt on a window or rust 
on a sword which can be kept away or removed by a 
person’s own efforts, and certainly many of them attain 
heights of self-discipline and self-denial in the interests 
of family or country which put us to shame. Their un- 
failing outward courtesy and helpfulness, too, might 
lead the uninitiated foreigner to the belief that it is a 
fruit of the Spirit, a genuine loving of neighbours 
as oneself; but I understand the inward thoughts often 
do not match the outward expressions! 


Attraetive opposition 
Down through the ages here in Japan the glory of the 
incorruptible God has been transferred to corruptible 
man, whether in the form of Buddha or honoured human 
ancestors, and as we proclaim the gospel we have to 
contend not only with attractive and seemingly satisfying 
false gods, but with a mental attitude towards sin and 
eternity which is flattering to the human ego. 
Condensed from The Millions. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 


ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mer. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


DANSK 
NYTAAR 1955 


THE ANNUAL FOR DANISH 
IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR 
DESCENDANTS 


Here is a book for those who 
read Danish. Containing stories, 
articles, interviews, information 
about Denmark, Danes in America 
and many other interesting fea- 
tures, this book makes a wonder- 
ful Christmas gift for Danish 
friends and relatives in the United 
States or Denmark. 

Many well-know writers both 
here and in Denmark have con- 
tributed articles for this edition. 
Of special interest will be the in- 
terviews with Jean Hersholt and 
Victor Borge. 

This year’s edition contains 176 
pages with more than one hun- 
dred pictures, some in four colors. 
Last year two editions were com- 
pletely sold out within a few 
weeks, and many late orders 
could not be filled. Order your 
copies now. If you plan to send 
them to Denmark you must do so 
soon. 

ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW 


$1.00 


Postpaid to any country 


Christmas Gifts 


Save time and trouble this 
year by shopping for your Christ- { 
mas gifts by mail. Watch our 
Ansgar ads for the perfect gifts 
for all ages. Or better yet why 
not give an LPH gift certificate 
and let them select their. own 
gift. 
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A Luther an Publishing House 

¥ 200 S. Fifth Street in 
*¥ Blair, Nebraska ok 
ye Please send me the following: ik 
xy —Christmas Chimes * 
> 4 —Child’s Chimes * 
x —Dansk Nytaar x 
4% =O Worship the King x 
4% —What Do You See * 
x in the Manger >. ¢ 
wf. —Receive Your King * 
x —Candlelighting Service * 
Mi I enclose $ C.0.D.— Charge— A 
a IN AINE | ce snsaresepay cae Becae se caste tees «voces tacean sgl x 
M AIGGTOSS < ix, eevecceumicntess deoasace sacshencet cu meee * 
fila ARTE kdoly PS shes Mie Date, SO * 
x * 
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; PuBusHing House 
BLAIR. NEBRASKA 


& The Perfect Gift 


To set the bells of Christmas ringing is a joy- 
ful task made easier with the CHRISTMAS 
CHIMES of 1954. Its music, pictures, and stories 
in beautiful makeup will enrich the season’s 
observance in every home. An excellent gift, a 
treasured greeting to the men in the service, or 
a valuable addition to the family bookshelf of 
Christian literature. Size 9 x 12 inches. 60 pages. 
32. illustrations. 


Put Christ in Your Christmas With the Christ- 
mas Chimes, 


CHRISTMAS CHIMES Stores-Pitures-Masi 


AN ANNUAL $1.0 
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Child’s Christmas Chimes 
THE CHILDREN’S GIF} 


The best in juvenile Christmas literature has bee 
selected for the 1954 issue, including adaptations 0 
classics of the past. Every story is Christ-centered, an¢ 
each has its own charm and its own appealing illustra| 
tion. 

There are stories of interest for all ages, such as: Tht 
First and Best Christmas Story; Why the Chimes Rang 
an old story by Tolstoy; Helen Keller’s reminiscence 
about Christmas in the Dark—and many others. 

The book offers a novel way to build a nativity scené 
which the child himself colors and cuts. ; 


EXCELLENT FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL GIFTS @ 


$.50 


DOZEN — $5.50 ( 
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Order Christmas Programs Now. 


Your Sunday School or Church 
should be planning your Christmas 
programs and services now. We have 
a fine selection of programs and would 
be glad to send you samples for ex- 


amination. Some of the most popu- 
lar are listed below. 
O WORSHIP THE KING—A new 
service for the Sunday School which 
provides a section for each depart- 
ment. 10¢ each; $1.00 a dozen. 
WHAT DO YOU SEE IN E 
MANGER—Illustrates true meaning of 
Christmas. 10c each; $1.00 a dozen. — 
RECEIVE YOUR KING—Theme i 
from “Joy to the World.” 10e eac 
$1.00 a dozen. 
CANDLELIGHTING SERVICES are 
~ also available providing a wonderful 


special service for the ae 
$2.50 a hundred. 
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